Narcolepsy with cataplexy as presenting symptom of occult neuroblastoma.
Neuroblastoma associated with the paraneoplastic syndrome of opsoclonus-myoclonus is well-described. However, presentation with narcolepsy-cataplexy is not well-documented in the literature. Narcolepsy with cataplexy is also rare in children younger than 5 years of age. Here we describe three patients, each presenting in early childhood with complex neurological symptoms including narcolepsy with cataplexy that were subsequently found to have paraspinal neuroblastoma. In two of the cases, neurological symptoms resolved with treatment of the tumor and/or immunosuppression, but in one case, the child persistently had a devastating course despite complete resection of the tumor and aggressive immunosuppression.